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Artificial intelligence in BTEC

BTEC Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
Purpose
This policy establishes guidelines for the responsible use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) within the context of BTEC assignments, assessments, and learning activities. As AI tools become increasingly integrated into education, this policy ensures that AI is used ethically, responsibly, and in alignment with the learning objectives and assessments of all BTEC qualifications.

1. Introduction
Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools, such as language models, image generators, and data analysers, have the potential to enhance learning. However, it is essential to ensure that AI is used appropriately, in a way that aligns with the academic integrity and standards of BTEC qualifications.

2. Scope of the Policy
This policy applies to all students, educators, and staff involved in BTEC qualifications across all levels, subjects, and modes of learning. It outlines how AI tools can be used in coursework, assessments, and other educational activities, and the limitations on their use.

3. Approved Uses of AI in BTEC
AI may be used in the following ways, provided its use is transparent and properly attributed:
Research: AI tools can be used to assist in the research process, helping students find resources, generate summaries, or organise information.
Learning Support: AI-driven tools that support learning (e.g., grammar checkers, math-solving apps, and language translators) may be used to enhance understanding and presentation of work.
Data Analysis: AI tools that assist with analysing large datasets in business, IT, engineering, and other subjects may be used in project work and coursework.
Coding and Programming Support: AI tools may assist students in programming and coding tasks, but must be used with a clear understanding of how the code is generated and applied.
Creative Enhancement: AI tools can be used in creative disciplines to generate design ideas, assist with media production, or enhance presentations.

4. Limitations on AI Use
AI should not replace the student's own work or understanding. The following practices are prohibited:

Automated Writing/Plagiarism: The use of AI to automatically generate written content (e.g., essays, reports, etc.) without significant input from the student is strictly prohibited.
Misrepresentation of AI Work: Presenting AI-generated work as the student's own, without acknowledgment, is a violation of academic integrity and is classed as plagiarism.
AI in Assessments: AI tools must not be used in situations where independent knowledge or skill demonstration is required, such as exams or Pearson set Assignments.
Ethical Concerns: Use of AI that involves unethical practices (e.g., data scraping, unauthorised use of personal data) is not allowed.

5. Students are required to:
Disclose when AI has been used in their work. This should be indicated in footnotes, appendices, or the appropriate section of their submission.
Provide attribution to the specific AI tool used, including how it was used to support their work.

[bookmark: _Hlk176617375]6. Staff Responsibilities
BTEC staff must provide guidance on the appropriate and inappropriate uses of AI in their specific subject area.
Educate students on how to use AI responsibly and ethically in their coursework and assessments.
Monitor student work for any inappropriate use of AI and act in line with this policy. All AI use must be reported to the Quality Nominee before the submission to external moderators.

7. Consequences of Policy Violations
Students who are found to have violated this AI policy may face:
Warnings or penalties for minor infractions, such as not properly attributing AI usage.
Academic misconduct proceedings for serious or repeated violations, which could result in failing the assignment, component, unit or whole programme.

8. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains relevant to advancements in AI technologies and educational practices. Revisions will be communicated to students and staff.

9. Additional Resources
Students and staff are encouraged to consult the following for further guidance on AI usage:

BTEC Student Handbook
Recommended AI tools for educational use
For any queries regarding this policy, students and educators should contact the BTEC Quality Nominee.

Assessment is a crucial part of BTEC delivery because most BTEC assessments (are in the form of assignment briefs or PSA’s) are written and developed by Pearson.  It is essential that the assessment and verification of learner work is accurate, rigorous and in line with national standards promoted by the exam board.

Linked Policies

· Assessment Internal Verification Policy
· Assessment Malpractice and Plagiarism Policy
· Blended & Remote Learning Policy
· Recognition of Prior Learning Policy
· Marking Policy
· BTEC Staff handbook
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